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In keeping with our vision and mission, our main aim is to 
deliver an excellent education and to produce pupils who are 
capable communicators, critical and creative thinkers, effective 
team members, and are ready to embrace the technological 
world we live in. 

Christian Ethos and Spiritual Development

As an Anglican Diocesan School, we appreciate St Martin’s 
in-the Veld Community, Canon Reverend Mark Spyker and his 
entire staff for providing a spiritual and physical home for us 
all.  I am humbled by the generosity of this community and the 
willingness of everyone to sow into the lives of our children 
during church and Eucharist services. The youth pastor, 
Nycholas Oliviera, spent every Friday mentoring and teaching 
the grade 4-7 children in small, informal Bible lessons. 

All grades once again had the opportunity to lead an assembly 
and enjoyed dressing up, singing and dancing and bringing 
message of God’s goodness and mercy. We encourage 
children to life by our revised set of Vuleka values; Compassion, 
Honesty, Respect, Responsibility and Integrity.

Children also begin to internalise our slogan EGG – to live with 
Empathy, Gratitude and always show Grit.  

Academics:

We ensure that our teachers are well qualified and committed.  
They continue to develop their skills as teachers by attending 
workshops and cluster meetings and take responsibility for 
the development of the children in their care. Our success 
is measured by means of a variety of external evaluations, 
including the ISASA Shared Assessments for Grade 7,  
IEB Core Skills Assessment for Grade 6, the Common 
Provincial Assessments for Grades 3 and 6 and the Conquesta 
Olympiads in a variety of subjects. 

We are happy to see a marked improvement in some of the 
Conquesta results in the Foundation Phase and in Natural 
Science, and will continue to work hard at improving in all 
areas. 

Some of our Grade 6 pupils scored exceptionally well at the 
IEB core skills assessment, a sure sign that we are making 
progress in developing creative thinkers.

PUPIL DEVELOPMENT:

 “for I know the plans I have for you,” declares the Lord, “plans to prosper you and 
not harm you, plans to give you hope and a future” Jeremiah 29:11

It gives me great pleasure to submit the 2019 St Martin’s 
Jellicoe Annual Report.
 
2019 was a blessed and successful year for our venue – 
so join me in celebrating all the stakeholders who have 
contributed our success; enthusiastic pupils, committed 
staff, supportive parents, the Vuleka Management and 
Central Office staff; our St Martin’s in the Veld church 
community and our generous donors and friends of Vuleka. 

With the help and support of all our stakeholders, we 
continue to guard our vision to develop in our pupils 
Christian values that will encourage them to aspire to a life 
of service in which they will contribute to a quality of life that 
all South Africans can enjoy; and to educate pupils who are 
going to be responsible global citizens, to make meaningful 
contributions to the country and the rest of the world.  I count 
myself blessed to be the principal of this school. 



Sport and Culture 

Pirates club continued to offer facilities and coaches for a 
variety of sporting codes, including swimming, hockey, soccer 
and squash. Unfortunately, the donations for the compensation 
of the coaches will cease in 2020, but thankfully we are still 
able to make use of the beautiful facilities. 

The City of Johannesburg’s Learn to Swim for Grade 0-3 
initiative at Zoo Lake continued in 2019. As a school we are 
very aware of the importance of water safety and the ability 
to swim.

The yellow golf shirts our children and parents use at all 
Inter Vuleka sports events really boosted our team spirit and 
morale. We love to refer to ourselves as the “Yellow Wave” 
that’s become a Tsunami after winning both the spirit cup 
and overall cup at the Annual Athletics Day. Our children also 
performed very well at the gala with many gold medals going 
to our swimmers. At Derby Day, our school made a real yellow 
splash when we took first, second and third place in the chess 
competition. Our chess relationship with St Mary’s continued 
in 2019, and our chess team played in four tournaments there.  
None of these wonderful achievements would have been 
possible without our dedicated teachers and enthusiastic and 
supportive parents. 

Music continues to be an important part of our school, with 
the senior and junior choirs, violin groups, recorder group and 
Marimba groups performing at our functions and making us  
 
 

proud. Thanks to Elena and Jabulani for the special way they 
manage to enthuse our children. 

A group of Grade 6 and 7 children participated in the 
Phendulani Quiz and we were very proud of their excellent 
performance.

The People’s Theatre invited our senior children to a number 
of performances and the children really loved the experience 
of live performances.

Technology

We are proud to announce that we introduced Robotics and 
Coding at our school this year. We exposed about 50 of our 
children to workshops at SAGE with the help of Girl Code, and 
were sponsored by SAGE to enter the Lego League coding 
competition in November. Our team of 8 children really caught 
the vision, and with the help of teachers and volunteers, we 
prepared for the competition in all earnest. Our proudest 
moment came when we were announced as the winners of 
the Innovation Project, and were able to bring back the trophy. 

Both venues have a full set of tablets, and at St Martin’s 
the children also have the opportunity to work on laptop 
computers, fulfilling our mission to develop crucial skills that 
will be needed in the technological world we live in. 

"Proud to announce that we introduced Robotics and Coding at our school this 
year"



STAFF DEVELOPMENT

Our staff remains our most valuable resource in fulfilling our 
mission. 

Every single one of our staff members play an important part 
in the success and smooth running of our venues. I appreciate 
their commitment and enthusiasm and their willingness to go 
the extra mile in ensuring the development and well-being of 
our children

The support from the two Phase Co-ordinators – Ms Gladys 
Munyorovi and Ms Sherissa Pillay, made my hands stronger 
and my task so much easier. They assist me in all matters 
academic as well as in operational and maintenance matters. 

The recruitment and development of staff remains a pivotal part 
of management of Vuleka. Teachers are encouraged to attend 
all ISASA Cluster meetings and Conferences or any other 
developmental workshops. Our staff summit and a number of 
staff meetings were used for collaboration and training during 
2019.  We are happy to notice that staff turnover remains low 
at our Venue. 

 
We bid a sad farewell to our own Ms Anli Goncalves, who 
spent three years at our venue, and wish her well in her new 
endeavours in the beautiful Stellenbosch. We will surely miss 
her, and in particular her beautiful smile and her ability to figure 
out anything technological in an instant! 

Ms Sherissa Pillay has decided to look for a new challenge 
and we wish her all the best at her new school.  We thank her 
for her dedication and hard work and will miss her lovely sense 
of humour. 

Our Interns once again did very well and received a number 
of distinctions in both the June and November UNISA 
Examinations. These young people are making great strides 
in their development as capable and competent teachers.  
Sir Tom Barton-Bridges decided to take up an intership at his 
Alma Mater, St Stithians, as this will give him the opportunity 
to develop more in the area of sport. Ms Ntsako Mhlogo 
completed her studies and will be pursuing an Honours degree 
in Education in 2020. We wish them both well for their future.

PARENT PARTNERSHIP

I want to express my sincere gratitude to Ms Thuso Rambau 
who served as our Council Representative for 2019, our class 
representatives and all our dedicated parents for the support 
throughout the year. It was encouraging to see the large number 
of parents who attended our sports events, parent meetings 
and Prize Giving. Our parents captured the attention at Vuleka 
meetings in their beautiful yellow shirts and their enthusiasm kept 
the spirit on the stands tangible. Thanks so much, without our 
parents support we will not be the wonderful and happy school 
we are. 

St Stithian’s Grade 9 boys continue to bless us with their 
presence on Thursdays and the children love their reading 
sessions and games. The annual Christmas Party remains 
the highlight of the year and each received a beautiful 
book and some stationery from the Old Man in Red. 
   
We are so blessed to have a number of volunteers 
who gave so much of their time to assist with reading, 
mentoring, coaching and even some administrative 
tasks. Thanks so much to the staff from TransUnion and  
St Martin’s In-the-Veld, Pirates club and some individuals, 
for helping us to provide an excellent and affordable education 
to all. Thanks also to Peter and Di Gain for their generosity in 
donating their time and Herbalife products to our children.  
 
We also want to thank the Peck Family Trust for the wonderful 

visit and generous donation towards development of our venue



FINANCIAL SUSTAINABILITY

Thank you to the Vuleka Central Office for the help with 
the ongoing maintenance projects at both venues, and in 
particular for the project to fix and seal the roof at Jellicoe. We 
managed to invest in some beautiful outdoor furniture made 
from recycled plastics and two huge umbrellas at St Martin’s. 
At Jellicoe, we were able to pave an area with a generous 
donation from Michael Baretta, to be used as a chilled area 
where children can read and relax during breaks. 

St Martin’s Jellicoe was once again the venue raising the most 

money during the annual Vuleka Raffle and we worked hard 
at our other fundraising efforts such as cake-and-candy, ice 
cream and pop-corn sales, class food sales and civvies days. 

We want to take this opportunity to thank our donors, Bokamoso 
Trust and all the staff at Vuleka Central Office for the support 
in making our venue a safe and happy place. Without your 
dedication and assistance, we would not be able to deliver an 
affordable and excellent education to our children. 

HAPPINESS IS NOT SOMETHING YOU POSTPONE FOR THE FUTURE; IT IS SOMETHING YOU 
DESIGN FOR THE PRESENT

ANONYMOUS

LIZETTE BAKER
HEADMISTRESS


