
2019
VULEKA ST MARK'S
ANNUAL REPORT

At St. Mark’s we strive to give our children an excellent,  
well-rounded education, ensuring that our pupils leave our 
school as critical thinkers, excellent communicators with 
a strong work ethic,  team players and embracing their 
creativity. As learning not only takes place in a classroom 
our pupils were exposed to a variety of outings, activities 
and experiences,throughout the year as we endeavoured to 
broaden their knowledge. 

A few of our Grade 6 and Grade 7 learners had the privilege of 
attending a writing workshop held by Jeff Kinney, the author of 
the children’s series, Diary of a Whimpy Kid.

Our Grade 4 - 7 learners were lucky enough to get the 
opportunity to visit Lanseria Airport where they were given 
guided tours and talks on the inner workings of an airport 
and aeroplanes. This was a very informative outing as many 
of our learners returned with dreams of becoming pilots and 
engineers. 

Our learners also got to spend the day at Maropeng, visiting 
Mrs. Ples and enjoyed the opportunity to learn about stones 
and bones from the past. 

Hooked on Books presented an entertaining performance on 
both English and Afrikaans books to encourage our children 
to read.

The Foundation Phase visited the Pretoria Zoo and for many of 
our children, this was the first time they encountered animals 
they had only heard of or seen on movie and television.

Sports and Culture are an integral part of educating our 
children. Our learners go for weekly swimming lessons 
at MySwim, swimming school in preparation for the  
Vuleka School Annual Swimming Gala. Their impressive 
Netball, Soccer and Chess skills were evident when we played 
against the other Vuleka Schools at the Derby Day.

PUPIL DEVELOPMENT:

‘And the child grew, and he became strong in spirit, filled with 
wisdom and the grace of God was upon him.’ Luke 2:40

  
“The function of education is to teach one to think intensively and to think critically. Intelligence 

plus character-that is the goal of true education.” Martin Luther King, Jr.

It is with immense pride and satisfaction that I write the 2019 
Annual Report for Vuleka St. Mark’s. 

At Vuleka St. Mark's our commitment to excellence and 
the pursuit of preparing our children as future leaders and 
global citizens has been our number one priority. Our focus 
was to support all our pupils to reach their full potential 
academically, spiritually, socially and emotionally. 

We have celebrated a successful year with the support of our 
parents, donors and a hardworking and enthusiastic staff.



A Journalism Club was introduced this year where our learners 
produced school newspapers. Weekly Marimba, Music, Art 
and Drama lessons continued throughout the year.

St Mark’s had the privilege of hosting the Founders' Day 
celebration this year. Our Grade 7 learners made us so proud 
as they hosted most of the programme and represented our 
venue with confidence and pride. A variety of items presented 
by the different Vuleka Schools added to the celebratory 
atmosphere as we celebrated 30 years.

A team of Grade 4 and 5 learners participated in the Story 
Skirmish at the Olivedale Library and our Grade 6 and 7 
learners represented us at the Phendulani Book Quiz. 

We are very proud of our school choir as they achieved Gold 
at the RACA competitions. The Grade 4 and 6 classes went on 
camp where they enjoyed outdoor activities such as hiking, 
tree-climbing, swimming in a stream and singing around 
a bonfire. 

We had an amazing Heritage Day as we dressed up in our 
Cultural clothes to show case the diversity in our school. China 
was the chosen theme of the day and after an informative 
assembly in which each class taught us something about the 
Chinese culture, language, attire and heritage, our children 
got to enjoy fortune cookies.

Activities like hosting a Shavathon for CANSA, entertaining 
and serving tea to our Grannies on Mandela Day, enabled 
us to teach our children the importance of giving back and 
be thankful for all that we receive and it is our duty and 
responsibility to pay it forward.

Teachers motivate our learners by incorporating the use 
of Technology in their daily lessons. All our children got the 
opportunity to be introduced to Coding, these were very 
beneficial lessons as it prepares our children for their future in 
the Technological age.

"We had an amazing Heritage Day as we dressed up in our 
Cultural clothes to showcase diversity in our school"

STAFF DEVELOPMENT

I am most grateful for the incredibly hardworking and dedicated staff 
we have at St. Mark’s. Their compassion and love for our children is 
evident daily. Their passion and enthusiasm ensure that our pupils 
receive an excellent education. The staff take their responsibility 
towards the education and safety of the pupils very seriously.

The staff at St Marks are a family and not just colleagues, they assist 
and support each other whenever the need arises. Weekly staff 
and academic meetings ensure that our school runs smoothly, and 
everyone has a platform to share, mentor, support and assist each 
other.

As educators, teachers know that it is important to keep learning 
and improving their skills. Attending relevant meetings and training 
sessions gives them the opportunity to produce a better learning 
environment.

We were pleased to introduce Mr. Khupe as the intersen phase 
coordinator and Mrs. Khupe as the foundation phase coordinator. 
Their support and guidance were an integral part of ensuring that our 
teachers always worked towards achieving high academic standards.

This has been a difficult year for our staff and pupils as we lost a 
beloved and respected member of the Vuleka family, Mrs. Ruth 
Matong.  Teacher Ruth or Mum Ruth as we all knew her, passed 
away on the 12th August 2019, at her home in Cosmo City, following 
a short illness. We cannot begin to count the ways in which we at 
Vuleka St Mark’s benefitted from having Ruth as part of our team. 
Ruth devoted 28 years to serving the interests of the children and staff 
at St Mark’s. Her commitment and love for our children and school 
is sorely missed.         



PARENT PARTNERSHIP

Building strong relationships with parents is essential and the 
effective partnerships between our school and our parents are 
based on mutual trust and the shared responsibility for the 
successful education of our children.

Keeping the lines of communication open and regular 
meetings with parents ensured that our parents were always 
notified about there child’s progress, therefore enabling us to 
work together to bring out the best from our pupils.

We introduced the Class Dojo at St Mark’s and encouraged 
our parents to download the app so that they could monitor 
their child’s progress with regards to the merits and demerits 
they receive. This assisted in giving our parents another portal 
to communicate and engage with our teachers.

Our parents showed tremendous support at the Derby Day, 
Swimming Gala and the Athletics Day and were so proud of 
their little ones. We believe that we won the Cake Challenge 
as our parents worked together to collect money, design and 
bake our cake.

FINANCIAL SUSTAINABILITY

In order to help us raise funds at our school, we held a variety 
of successful fundraising activities. We sold hot food, popcorn 
and ice-creams weekly, had fun-filled dress up days, reading 
picnics and a Summer water Day.

Parents were encouraged to use the KarriApp for all 
payments as we try to become a cashless school. 
The running of the KarriApp has shown great success and will 
be utilised more and more. 

On behalf of the staff, pupils and parents of Vuleka St. Mark’s, I would like to thank 
all our sponsors, donors, benefactors and Vuleka Central Office for all their support 
this year, without all your backing, we would not have had such a successful year.

LUSHENDRIE PHILLIPS
HEADMISTRESS



SCHOOL ARTWORK


