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Our schools offer a holistic program. We focus on the 
development of perceptual skills from Grade 000. During the 
year of Grade 0 we introduce reading through the development 
of phonics and the learning of sight words. The children in our 
schools have developed a love of learning through funfilled, 
positive interactions. Not only do we develop academic and 
social skills, we are working on extending Thinking Skills in all 
areas of learning. This year we have added offline coding to 
the curriculum as part of our Technology program. As a school 
we aim to keep in line with Global Education Trends.

Our children participated in sporting activities such as yoga, 
swimming, gross motor games, ballet and Playfit. The ballet 
children performed atprize giving in November and families 
enjoyed a Playfit morning where their children put on a display 
and earned medals for their achievements. All the activities 
prepared for the Annual Sports Day at Vuleka St Mark's Primary 
School in September where parents and pupils gathered to 
competeand enjoy the day out.   

Developing our children holistically includes our creative 
program which focuses on singing, drama and visual arts. 
All of these practiced activities came together at our Annual 
Musical Christmas Church Service in which every child 
participates. The children enjoyed learning songs in all our 
African languages and were very proud to show off their 
singing voices in a choir of angels. We also said farewell to 
Miss Claire Shepherd who has been with Vuleka for 5 years 
and Head of our Early Learning Centre for the past 3 years.

We are not only about academics, it’s important to have fun 
as well.

PUPIL DEVELOPMENT:

“For I know the plans I have for you, declares the LORD, plans for welfare 
and not for evil, to give you a future and a hope.”- Jeremiah 29:11

We bid a fond farwell to Ms Claire Shepherd who has been with Vuleka for five years and Head 
of of our Early Learning Centre for past three years

Vuleka began as a plan devised by our Lord and carried out 
by his people for the greater good of all our families who 
come to Vuleka. Vuleka means ‘to open up and enlighten’.  
 
Our school began 30 years ago as a project to support 
previously disadvantaged children and allow them to benefit 
from a quality education. Today we are still offering a low-
cost quality education for all.



Ms Claire Shepherd, Head of both of Vuleka's Early Learning 
Centres and Gr 00/0 teacher was supported at St Francis by 
Ms Judith Mfikwe (Gr 00/000), and assistants Ms Thabisile 
Buthelezi and Ms Caroline Modau. Our teachers at St John's 
are Ms Matlakala Mokgatlhane (Gr 00/000) and Ms Dudu 
Buthelezi (Gr 00/0) both who are supported by Ms Rejoice 
Sangweni, who is studying an ECD Diploma. Our teachers  
and team have worked many years within ECD where we offer 
quality education.

Our team enjoyed Teacher Appreciation day with an artistic 
bonding day decorating mugs and sharing exepriences.  
 
We have had the opportunity to take part in various workshops 

and training sessions during the year where we learned to 
develop thinking skills and teaching methods.

We extended our research of technology education in Early 
Years by introducing our children to the new subjects of 
coding and robotics, our use of offline techniques kick started 
an exciting year of 21st Century skills and learning. Claire 
Shepherd, attended the ISASA Heads Conference in the 
Drakensburg and the mini ABESA Conference in Hilton which 
offered invaluable information and connections within the field 
of education. 

STAFF DEVELOPMENT

PARENT PARTNERSHIP

Vuleka Early Learning Centre is made up of two venues.  
St Francis in Parkview and St John in Benmore Gardens, 
there are two classes in each school teaching children 
from 3-6 years old. Most of our children come from the 
surrounding areas and are children of the community. The 
families who we have had the absolute pleasure of working 
with over the past year have supported our schools in all 
fundraising and special events. Many of our past pupils return 
to share their stories of their new schools and success. 
 
 
During the past year we have worked very closely with our 
parent body. We engaged often with our parents to discuss 
the progress of the children in our care. To involve paretns to 
support the education of our children we held a Readiness 
Workshop for all Grade 0 and 1 parents where we discussed 
ways that parents can help support their children’s learning 
at home.  
 

As an introduction to our school we held a pre-opening 
information morning where parents could ask questions, drop 
off stationery, collect   parent   handbooks, meet  teachers 
and become familiar with some daily routines of the school. 
This made the first morning of school easy for parents, 
children and teachers.  
 
 
In term 2 we hosted Child Led Conferences where children 
became the teachers and their parents, the pupils. Parents 
were exposed to what the children do at school, why it is 
done and what is expected from teaching outcomes and 
how parents can help at home. It gave valuable information 
and insight into how we teach and learn across age groups. 
Giving back was the Vuleka theme for Mandela Day. Our 
parents donated snacks and ckae so our children could host 
tea for the Wednesday Service church Grannies. Our children 
had fun making each Granny a gift and serving them tea, 
conversation and love.



We are privileged to have wonderful financial support for  our 
vulnerable children so that they are able to continue with their 
quality early education. 
 
We would like to thank all individual supporters and The 
Bokamoso Trust for supporting some of our families so that 
their children may have a chance at a better future. Donors 
with the vision of introducing education early in a child's life 
have given opportunities to children who would not normally 
have access to our quality schooling. 

Throughout the year we work very hard at fundraising to keep 
our fees as low as possible. We would like to thank every family 
member who supported each and every one of our fundraising 
efforts through the year, from buying hotdogs to selling raffle 
tickets or supporting our civvies days. The children had a lot 
of fun days such as coming to school in pyjamas, watching 
movies and celebrating their heritage with traditional dress. 
 

We would like to thank all volunteers who have either donated 
equipment or time to our children this year. We would especially 
like to thank our reading Angels who come every week to read 
stories to our children. It is such an important part of the week 
and shows children the importance and the fun of reading.  

FINANCIAL SUSTAINABILITY

‘’ Tell me and I forget, teach me and I may remember, involve me and I learn. ‘’
Benjamin Franklin

CLAIRE SHEPHERD
HEADMISTRESS OF ELC

In conclusion as I look back over the past year, I am filled with pride at the work we are doing at Vuleka. 
 
We have been working hard to involve not only our children but our families in the education of their children and therefore 
giving every child who comes to Vuleka regardless of background or circumstance the best possible education in order for 
them to have a future filled with hope and success. 
It is my absolute honour to work with some of the most amazing, special children, families and colleagues this past year. 
   
.



SCHOOL ARTWORK


