
	

	

	

	

Vuleka St Joseph’s Archbishop Thabo Makgoba  

School for Boys 

Annual Report 2018 
	

‘’Even	a	young	man	is	known	by	his	actions	–	if	his	behaviour	is	pure	and	upright’’	

.-	Proverbs	20:11	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

What	a	year	2018	has	been	for	the	Boys	School!		

The	year	that	I	spent	as	a	teacher	and	taking	over	as	Deputy	Headmistress,	halfway	through	
the	year,	has	been	an	exciting	yet	challenging	experience	for	me.	I	have	enjoyed	being	in	an	
all-boys	school	as	the	dynamics	are	different	to	any	of	our	other	venues	within	the	Vuleka	
family.	

“The	 function	 of	 education	 is	 to	 teach	 one	 to	 think	 intensively	 and	 to	 think	 critically.	
Intelligence	plus	character-that	is	the	goal	of	true	education.”		

Martin	Luther	King,	Jr.	



1.	Pupil	Development	:	

We	were	very	proud	of	our	academic	results	as	we	saw	a	big	improvement	in	all	grades.	At	
our	 annual	 prizegiving,	 all	 the	 teachers	 and	 parents	 gleamed	 with	 pride	 over	 our	 boys’	
achievements.	

Vuleka	St.	 Joseph’s	 introduced	the	Intermediate	Phase	this	year	by	expanding	to	 include	a	
Grade	4	class.	It	has	assisted	in	growing	our	numbers	in	pupil	enrolment	and	been	beneficial	
for	all	our	boys	as	we	had	“senior	boys’	for	them	to	look	up	to	and	emulate.		

With	our	limited	space	we	were	able	to	expose	our	boys	to	a	variety	of	sporting	&	cultural	
activities.	Our	sports	programme	consisted	of	soccer,	tennis,	swimming	and	athletics.	Derby	
Day	was	therefore	a	success	for	our	little	school	as	our	junior	classes	excelled	on	the	soccer	
field.	

The	Gentlemen’s	Club	which	was	run	by	our	 intern,	Unathi	Khumalo,	was	embraced	by	all	
our	boys	as	they	learnt	manners,	respect	and	old	school	values.	This	was	followed	through	
by	our	boys	wearing	a	tie	every	Monday.	They	looked	and	carried	themselves	off	with	such	
confidence	and	pride.	

St.	Josephs	was	privileged	this	year	to	receive	tablets	to	implement	and	encourage	the	use	
of	 Technology	 in	 the	 classroom.	 The	 boys	 enjoyed	 their	 computer	 lessons,	 following	 the	
Knowledge	Network	programme.	

Our	 boys	 got	 to	 interact	with	 live	 animals	when	we	 had	 the	mobile	 zoo	 visit	 our	 school.	
Their	fearlessness	and	eagerness	to	learn	something	new	was	evident	on	their	excited	faces.	
A	show	presented	by	Hooked	on	Books	motivated	them	to	read	and	want	to	visit	the	school	
library,	which	was	encouraging	for	the	teaching	staff.	A	visit	to	the	Johannesburg	Zoo	was	
organised	at	the	end	of	the	year	as	many	of	our	boys	had	never	been	before.	The	awe	on	
their	faces	when	they	saw	most	of	the	animals,	was	priceless,	

I	am	very	proud	to	report	that	our	boys	are	very	happy	 in	their	 learning	environment	and	
strive	to	uphold	Vuleka’s	Core	Values	as	they	grow	into	gentlemen	worthy	of	society,	each	
day.	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



2.	Staff	News:	

Vuleka,	St.	Joseph’s	boys	are	lucky	to	have	teachers,	interns,	assistants,	cleaners	and	admin	
staff	that	only	have	their	best	interest	at	heart.	The	commitment	to	the	school,	by	all	staff	
members,	is	admirable.	

We	have	had	a	few	staff	changes	throughout	this	year	as	we	said	goodbye	to	Jade	Dercksen	
(Grade	 2	 teacher)	 and	 Elise	 Henry	 (Grade	 1	 teacher	 and	 Deputy	 Headmistress)	 as	 they	
moved	on	 to	 teach	overseas.	We	were	 lucky	 and	 very	happy	 to	welcome	Tamlin	Doherty	
(Grade	 1	 teacher)	 and	 Phumulo	 Mabaso	 (Grade	 2	 teacher)	 into	 our	 family.	 Both,	 who	
embraced	our	vision	and	showed	commitment	to	our	school	from	day	1.	

The	teaching	staff	continuously	researches	and	use	different	teaching	methods	and	aids	to	
teach	boys.	They	ensure	that	they	keep	up	with	educational	trends	and	avail	themselves	to	
training,	staff	development	and	meetings.	Going	over	and	beyond	teaching	in	the	classroom	
is	one	of	their	greatest	strengths	as	they	work	well	together	to	achieve	optimal	academics	
and	 discipline	 in	 our	 boys	while	 ensuring	 that	 they	 always	 feel	 loved	 and	 secure	 in	 their	
learning	environment.	

We	are	very	proud	of	our	Interns,	Unathi	Khumalo	and	Nelisiwe	Ncongwane	as	they	studied	
very	hard	for	their	exams	and	will	be	moving	into	teaching	positions.	Nelisiwe	will	be	going	
to	our	St.	Michaels	venue	as	a	Grade	2	teacher	and	Unathi	will	be	taking	over	Grade	4	and	
teaching	Social	Science,	Natural	Science	at	St.	Josephs	in	2019.		

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	



3.	Parents:	

The	 parents	 at	 St.	 Joseph’s	 are	 amazing.	 They	 show	 their	 commitment	 to	 their	 boys	 by	
ensuring	 they	 show	 up	 in	 support	 at	 sporting	 events,	 parent	 meetings	 and	 availing	
themselves	whenever	required	by	our	school.	Their	encouragement	and	support	of	the	staff	
has	been	greatly	appreciated	because	this	has	allowed	us	to	grow	as	a	school.	Their	 input	
into	 fundraising,	 our	 discipline	 procedures	 and	 support	 throughout	 the	 assessments,	
homework	 and	 exams	 have	 enabled	 to	 developing	 a	 strong	 work	 ethic	 throughout	 the	
school.	

4.	Financial	Sustainability	and	capacity	building		

We	have	had	a	variety	of	fundraising	initiatives	throughout	the	year.	We	have	had	parents	
cooking	so	that	we	could	sell	hot,	substantial	food	on	a	Wednesday.	All	our	staff	members	
getting	together	to	make	burgers,	boerewors	rolls	etc	was	a	great	team	activity	and	the	sale	
of	ice-creams	during	the	hot	days	contributed	to	the	fundraising.	Movie	day,	PJ	and	slipper	
day,	civvies	and	Spring	Day	celebrations	all	contributed	to	a	successful	fundraising	year.	

EDUCATIONAL	&	TEACHING	AIDS:	We	have	purchased	and	upgraded	our	Oxford	Reading	
Schemes,	 textbooks	 for	 all	 grades	 especially	 the	 new	 Grade	 5s	 for	 2019	 and	 teacher	
resource	materials	such	as	teacher	guides,	charts	etc.		

BUILDINGS:	Vuleka	St.	 Josephs	 is	 going	 through	major	 renovations	as	 the	whole	 school	 is	
being	“rebuilt”.	This	has	caused	some	chaotic	moments	with	moving	classrooms	and	closing	
toilets	to	accommodate	the	renovation	process.	However,	the	staff	handled	everything	with	
aplomb	and	professionalism	as	we	all	 pitched	 in	 to	move	around	while	 trying	not	 to	 lose	
teaching	and	class	time.		

On	behalf	of	the	staff,	pupils	and	parents,	I	would	like	to	thank	all	our	sponsors,	donors,	
benefactors	 and	 Vuleka	 Central	 Office	 for	 all	 their	 support	 this	 year,	 without	 all	 your	
backing,	we	would	not	have	had	such	a	successful	year.	

Mrs.	Lushendrie	Govender	(Deputy	Headmistress)	

	

	

	

	

	

	


