VULEKA SSB HIGH SCHOOL ANNUAL REPORT 2017
25 YEAR CELEBRATION
“ ‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm
you, plans to give you hope and a future’ ”. Jeremiah 29:11
As I reflect on 2017, I can only give thanks to God for His constant mercy and blessings upon
Vuleka SSB High School. 28 years after Vuleka School started and 25 years after Sekolo sa
Borokgo was founded, the pupils continue to delight us with their energy and passion for life.
Out of the humble beginning with 28 pupils who attended a bridging programme on the
Technisa campus in Randburg, the high school has grown to 267 pupils and an institution which
is recognised by the Johannesburg North district as one of the Top 3 Independent Schools in
the district.

25 Year Celebrations

25 year History of Vuleka SSB High School
When Mrs Anne Nettleton and Mrs Sonja Vandeleur registered Sekolo sa Borokgo in 1992, the
plan was to “bridge the gap” for pupils who came from (mainly) under-resourced rural and

township schools so that they could flourish in the good public schools of the time. By exposing
such pupils to quality English and Maths, the two teachers hoped to prepare them to return to
mainstream schools after a year or two. Initially they thought there would be little need for
bridging because the inequalities in education would be diminished and all South Africans
would have access to high quality basic education.
In 1999 the Sekolo sa Borokgo Matric Rewrite Centre was opened with the same goal: to build
academic bridges for young people who had been disadvantaged by a below-standard
education. When the Department of Education opened their own Adult Basic Education and
Training centres, the SSB Rewrite Centre in Ferndale became a campus for first-time pupils in
grades 11 and 12. The original “Middle School” now operated from a converted house in
Blairgowrie and catered for grades 6 to 10.
Over the following 15 years Sekolo sa Borokgo evolved into an academic institution where the
focus moved towards ensuring tertiary access for pupils into scarce courses such as the sciences
and engineering.
In 2013 SSB merged with Vuleka, a well-established independent Anglican Diocesan primary
school which operated from a few Anglican churches. The vision of Vuleka was to offer an
affordable, excellent education for all. Since the merging of the schools, pupils could start their
school career knowing that there is an academically sound path from the Early Learning Centre
right through to Matric and beyond. Apart from the academic focus, pupils could be exposed to
a more holistic education where parents anticipate that the same values which were instilled in
their primary school children, would continue to be emphasized in the lives of their adolescent
children.
In 2015 the ‘Middle School’ and ‘Matric Centre’ of Vuleka SSB High School were consolidated at
7 June Avenue in Bordeaux. The dedicated staff could all spend their time and energy on
Education, rather than commuting between campuses. The integration of grades benefited all
pupils as they became part of a bigger community where young and older pupils could learn
from one another.
In April 2017 we celebrated the 25th
birthday of Sekolo sa Borokgo with a fun
day. All pupils enjoyed the gigantic
inflatables and spent time with peers and
teachers in a relaxed but exciting
atmosphere.
It is indeed good to give thanks to the Lord
for His blessings over the years of the
existence of our school. I am proud to be a
member of the Vuleka SSB school
community.

2018 Heads Ofentse Matloha and Gugu Tshhabalala
accept the Vuleka SSB flame from 2017 heads
Benefactor Mokoena and Khonizwe Sibanyoni
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PUPIL DEVELOPMENT
The academic successes of our pupils gave us
much reason to celebrate. The Matric Class of
2017 achieved 100% pass compared to the
national pass rate of 75,1% and the Gauteng pass
rate of 85,1%. We came closer to our target of
100% bachelor’s passes, when 78% of matrics
achieved bachelor’s passes (National Bachelor’s pass:
23,6%) and the other 22% obtained diploma passes.
Academics
In the lower grades, pupils at risk are identified
early, parents are involved and support is offered.
All grade 8s and 9s practised Maths at their own
Matric class of 2017 top two achievers:
pace on Vizier Maths, an animated web-based
Miranda Songo (5 distinctions) and
Mathematics programme generously sponsored by David van Khonziwe Sibanyoni (4 distinctions)
der Walt. Thank you, the immense growth achieved because
of this technology is noteworthy among the grade 8s and 9s.
We thank our dedicated teachers who gave tirelessly during the holidays to run the winter
holiday school programme offered to the grade 12s. Teachers regularly analysed results to
improve future teaching methods. All but one pupil in grades 8 – 11 were promoted in
December 2017.
Developing methodology for the future
Many of the pupils who are currently in our
schools will probably live into the 22nd century; we
as adults have an obligation to prepare them to
adapt to an unknown world.
We made progress towards becoming a “thinking
school” – a school in which 21st century skills like
collaboration, critical evaluation, creativity and an
attitude of caring are taught and modelled.
Mike Hood was awarded an ISASA visitorship to the UK in this regard, he ran staff workshops to
guide us in making learning fun while emphasising the importance of using subject content
towards learning such essential skills.
We would like to thank our volunteer, Katherine (Ackroyd) Le Roux for sharing her knowledge,
passion and time with us. Katherine offered a series of Integrated Thinking Maths problem
solving sessions to our grade 8s who will all benefit from the skills shared.
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In 2017 pupils who excel in Mathematics could take Advanced Programme Maths as an extra
subject in order to prepare for tertiary studies in mathematics and the sciences.
We were rewarded by our pupils’ great results in various Olympiads: The Harmony Gold Maths
Olympiad, FIMO (the Financial, Investment and Management Olympiad), the SAASTA Science
Olympiad, the English, Life Sciences and Accounting Olympiads as well as the Minquiz (an interschools quiz organized by Mintek). Our grade 9s shared the second prize for the EMS (Economic
Management Science) Olympiad.
Pupil exposure to technology is increasing with the help of our donors. We extend a hand of
thanks to TransUnion who donated 20 laptops to our computer room, bringing the total
number of lesson laptops with wi-fi connections to 40, making immense educational inroads
with our pupils and the way lessons are delivered. A new set of 30 tablets arrived, in time for
2018. All teachers have developed lessons to make use of the data projectors in their
classrooms.
Sport and cultural activities
Our sport and cultural activities continue to grow in an integrated way. We believe that
education should include the development of the whole child. The personal development that
goes hand in hand with sport, outings, exposure to inspirational speakers and taking part in
different forms of art cannot be denied.
After a challenging start to the sport year due to lack of fields, we offer thanks and gratitude to
St Stithians for offering a kind hand and making their field available to us on a regular basis. We
offer soccer on our artificial lawn area and netball on the court painted on our car park. We
were able to play friendly soccer and netball matches. The school participated in a chess
tournament, in future we shall compete more with other schools.
Indigenous games are very popular with our pupils. Tennis, archery, drama, choir and marimbas
continued to offer opportunities for fun and personal growth. The athletics sports day was a
highlight – a day on which almost everybody took part for his/her house. Our athletes
participated in the Pirates Club school challenge and won R 5 000 worth of sport equipment for
the school.
Outings
The privilege of being involved in all the following outings, gave our pupils much joy and insight
to various opportunities available to them.
 The theatre (National School of the Arts)
 The Sterkfontein Caves
 Davis Cup tennis match at the Irene CC
 The Walter Sisulu Botanical gardens
 Grade 8 adventure camp at Maraneman
 A Correctional Services tour
 A day of aeroplanes, model planes and gliders at the Aero club.
 The grade 11 leadership camp at Kloofwaters
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Work and life experience
Exposure to the workplace came on Take a child to work day.
Our school is fortunate to have exposure to all the following
companies and links to opportunities for further education and
careers.
Our deep gratitude goes to the following companies and
volunteers:
 A Business studies visit to Comair.
 The KPMG schools’ programme.
 A Norton Rose open day for those interested in law.
 Rocking Futures Roadshow.
 The Morningside Rotary Careers’ Day.
 A SARS talk on taxes.
 A TransUnion talk on Financial Health.
 The GIBS Career morning.
 Visiting authors during the Kingsmead book fair.
 Family Life talks on sexuality and risky teenage
behaviour.
 Randburg SAPS talk on teenagers and the law.
 Speakers on careers in the hospitality and
entertainment industries.
 A Chartered Accountant from Deloitte inspired
learners to think like entrepreneurs.
 A presentation by Sean Brokensha on how music
influenced South African history.

Mazars auditing firm vist

Student Courses and workshops
Tebogo, Bradley and Benefactor
Various courses and opportunities for personal development
were offered at our school:
 The JEFA week (Junior Engineers For Africa) for all grade 8s and 9s.
 All pupils attended a workshop on process addiction which includes addiction to
alcohol, drugs, gambling and pornography.
 Our sincere thanks to Guy Golan and his team at Performanta for giving our pupils this
rare opportunity and exposure to opportunities in IT and programming. The grade 11s
and 12s had an amazing time attending the A+ course on IT security.
 Our pupils benefitted tremendously from Psychometric Tests sponsored by JVR
 The GIBS Spirit of Youth Leaders Programme
 RYLA (Rotary Youth Leaders Awards) sponsored by the Morningside Rotary club
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Pupils showcased their performance abilities at our internal SSB’s got Talent and the
Amped Africa Talent Competition run by external facilitators.

The offering included internal workshops run by teachers





Mrs Janet Gibbins, our social worker, ran a very successful peer counsellor workshop
after which the team of 17 pupils played a major role in building pupil morale,
supporting their peers and acting immediately upon any form of bullying.
The entrepreneurs among learners made a profit on the Business Studies market day
Pupils could also serve the community by donating blood at the SANBS blood drive.

Further Grade 12 highlights were the Matric Dance, sponsored by the Balalaika Hotel, the
Valedictory service and prize giving.
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Learner Support
Trauma, relationship, bereavement and career counselling was offered to several individuals as
well as support in managing stress, feelings of depression and anger levels. Anxiety, the abuse
of women and children and “femicide” were regularly addressed during assemblies. We were
so grateful to have a qualified, experienced and passionate full time counsellor in Mrs Janet
Gibbins and to have Reverend Shona Fleming and Pastor Motheo Tshule to give us a Christian
perspective on some of these issues.

STAFF DEVELOPMENT
Apart from their roles as teachers, administrators or staff responsible for the school facilities,
all members of the staff team were aware of the educational role which we have to play in the
lives of the teenagers in our care. I believe that the success of Vuleka SSB can be attributed to
our passionate staff who are committed to live these values and who really care about each
individual pupil.











All staff were encouraged to attend opportunities for personal and professional
development. The staff summit in January was a great team-building event for all Vuleka
schools.
Project Director and facilitator Brian Helsby from Heartlines introduced staff to “Beyond
the River”, an insightful open discussion followed.
Administrative workshop at Milpark
An IEB (Independent Examinations Board) core skills workshop
A teacher workshop on AD(H)D
Full staff workshops on empowerment and accountability offered by the Schuitema
Human Excellence Group.
Individual staff members attended a three-day psychopathology course.
Workshops on dealing with change, managing people, interpersonal relations, pastoral
care and creative thinking.
I was privileged to attend the Anglican Schools Conference and an Anglican Board of
Education workshop where we reflected on our schools’ role in decolonisation, our
involvement in civil society and offering quality Christian education.

Further study
Seven of our staff members studied further towards tertiary qualifications.
 Preshima Beharie received her B Comt (Accounting and Auditing) degree from UNISA
June 2017.
 Adeline Jinga obtained a B Comm (Economics) degree from UNISA in 2017.
 Thabo Ndzimandze (Senior and FET phases Maths and English).
Further GDE (Gauteng Department of Education) district involvement included, many teachers
playing important academic roles in the Johannesburg North district. On request of the district
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facilitator, Carel Steinmann taught accounting for NSC (National Senior Certificate) candidates
from various schools on Saturdays. Pam Backwell’s Business Studies exam papers were used by
several schools in the district. Carel Steinmann and Preshima Beharie marked NSC examination
scripts in November 2017.

PARENT AND COMMUNITY PARTNERSHIP
In 2017 parent consultation opportunities, workshops and school functions were better
attended than before. We had an overwhelmingly positive response from parents in January
2018 and we look forward to even closer co-operation between parents and the school in
future.
We are thrilled with our new parent representative for 2018. Thank you Vicky Makhatini for
sharing your time and energy with Vuleka SSB. The enthusiastic members of the 2018 Parents’
Association have already made their mark in our school community.
Alumni
We have made progress in connecting with our alumni. We hope to have many more shared
news items in 2018. The events arranged for our alumni will continue in 2018 and endeavour to
keep contact with all past pupils.

FINANCIAL SUSTAINABILITY AND CAPACITY BUILDING
Like most South African institutions, we were challenged in 2017 to limit our expenses and
increase our income. In the current economic landscape we have sadly lost a few pupils whose
families were no longer able to afford school fees and for whom we were unable to secure
other funding. A concerted effort was made towards the end of the year to enrol new pupils for
2018 and increase our pupil numbers towards a more sustainable school.
Sponsorship and friends of the school
Continued financial support from individual donors and institutions enabled the school to offer
scholarships or financial support to 98 pupils in 2017. These pupils had a positive influence in
our school in terms of their focus and commitment to excellence. Many of them were prefects
or played leadership roles.
We thank the Alexandra Education Committee, Bokamoso Trust, the Oppenheimer Memorial
Trust, the Anglican Education Trust, David Whyte for his donation and his popular, wellattended talk at FNB, FL Smidth and SRK Consulting for their generosity and vision.
The number of friends of our school grew in 2017. Trusted supporters like the Hempel
Foundation, The Hermann Ohlthaver Trust, the ELMA Foundation, Kevin and Nicole Jacobson,
Hilary and Ian Jacobson, Stephen Ashford, eDart, Chemgrit Cosmetics, Marilyn Brink and
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Caren Hughes continued to strengthen our hands. New donors like Paul Bayvel/Eyethu Sales,
André Brink and Jennifer Nettleton, joined the league of friends. Gifts in kind were received
from the Morningside Rotarians, BJ Cooling and Heating, Matthew & Kerryn Arnott, Anchor
Capital, John Cairns and St Michael’s Parishioners, Brett Powell, Yvonne Droste, Brian Wray
and forty six cyclists who made the effort to sweat for us during the 947 Cycle Challenge.
Our parent representative for 2018, Vicky Makhatini, started marketing Vuleka SSB in 2017
when she, as parent representative for Vuleka St Michael’s on the Vuleka Council, volunteered
to distribute flyers for the high school. We thank David Mazibuko and all our drivers who drive
our pupils to and from school, take them to events and sport and most importantly, look after
the safety of our pupils and staff on the roads. Our deep gratitude and thanks go to our
churches, the Anglican Diocese and Ven. Rev. Shona Fleming for guiding our pupils spiritually.
The Vuleka SSB staff and I would not be able to focus on the academic and personal
development of our pupils if it was not for the consistent encouragement and support from the
other heads of school, the Vuleka Council and the Vuleka Central Office staff. Melanie Sharland,
Karin Backwell and Miles Crisp are pillars of strength, together with the parents, church
representatives and Tanya Knowles of the VSSB Board. Friends of our school were constantly
looking for inspirational speakers, fundraising opportunities, new donors and opportunities to
market our school and build our brand.
Janet Saner, Lisa van Deventer and the members of the finance, fundraising and marketing
teams at the Vuleka Central Office paid attention to the essential issues and functions for the
continuity of our school.
Vuleka SSB High School was blessed with cheerful and enthusiastic pupils, passionate and caring
staff, supportive parents and committed donors. These people remind us to trust God, to do
good, to move forward in faith and to give thanks to Him who keeps our school in the palm of
His hand.
Lizbé Pieters
Headmistress
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YOU AND ME SIDE BY SIDE
As I reminisce now in my old age, sitting on this rocking chair,
Staring at the sunset, remembering,
Back then when we were still young energetic teenagers,
Our lives were so glamorous,
I wish we could go back to those days.

I miss every moment we spent together,
How we comforted each other,
How we always stood by each other, Never
ever forget how lively we were,
I see us in the lives of the children of nowadays.

Now that I am so weak, lost my teeth, have children of my own clean my number one and two,
All that is left are memories,
What more would an old granny want
Than going back to the sixteenth century,
Being just you and me,
A great big dream of mine,
I still remember that we looked after each other during the war,
So well that, you, lost your life,
Protecting me,

All I can say is May your soul rest in peace,
And hope someday we will meet again,
Once again it will be you and me side by side.

BY AYANDA FUNGAI TSHUMA
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PUPIL WORK
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VULEKA SSB SUPERSTARS
Thato Motsisi represented Sandton
Soccer Club at a tournament in
London

Head boy Benefactor Mokoena represented Central
Gauteng in 2017’s SA National Duathlon Championships
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