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“ ‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future’ ”.
Jeremiah 29:11

Vuleka means ‘to open up and enlighten’. Our school began 25 years ago as a project to support
previously disadvantaged children and allow them a quality education. Today we are still offering a lowcost quality education.
Pupil Development
Vuleka Early Learning Centre is made up of two venues. St
Francis in Parkview and St John in Benmore Gardens. The two
classes in each school accommodate children from three to five
years old. Most of our children come from the surrounding
areas and are children of domestic workers. Our children may
come from low income families, but they are rich in love and
support. The families whom we have had the absolute pleasure
of working with over the past year have supported our schools
in all fundraising and special events. Many of our past pupils
return to share their stories of their new schools and successes.
Our schools offer a holistic programme. We focus on the development of perceptual skills from Grade
000. During the year of Grade 0 we introduce reading through the development of phonics and the
learning of Dolch sight words. The children in our schools have developed a love of learning through fun
and positive interactions.
Not only do we develop academics but cultivate social skills and expand extra-mural activities as well.
Our children enjoy sporting activities such as yoga, swimming and gross motor games. We have been
able to offer ballet and Playfit as extra murals this year too. We had our annual Sports Day at Rosebank
Primary School in September this year.

Developing our children holistically also embraces the creative arts. To this end we took a trip to the
Johannesburg Children’s Theatre at the end of the year. We watched A Suessified Christmas Carol; for
some of our children it was a first and very valuable experience of seeing a dramatic production. In
addition, all our children took part in the end-of-year Nativity play.
Staff Development
We were fortunate this year to keep our same team of teachers. Miss Claire Shepherd took over as Head
of ELC in 2017, having been Deputy Head at St Martins in 2016.
Our teachers at St Francis
Ms Matlakala Mokgatlhane (gr 00/000), supported by Ms Thabisile Buthelezi and
Ms Claire Shepherd (gr 00/0), supported by Ms Caroline Modau who is also a Vuleka Intern studying
towards her BEd through UNISA.
Our teachers at St Johns
Ms Judith Mfikwe (gr 00/000) and Ms Dudu Buthelezi (gr 00/0) both who are supported by Ms Rejoice
Sangweni who is also studying ECD teaching.
All the teachers SACE registered and qualified. Our team has worked for many years within ECD and
because of this we are able to offer quality education.
Teacher training
We have had the opportunity to take part in many training sessions this year. We had training in Reggio
Style (an advanced teaching style that teaches how to use symbolic languages e.g. painting, sculpting
and drama in everyday life). As we embrace 21st Century Teaching and Learning we are working on
developing thinking skills and independent learning from a very young age. In our ELC we are working
towards becoming a Thinking School by working through play-based learning enquiry. We are extending
learning and allowing our children to fly through developing core skills.
Parent and Community Partnership
We thank our parent representatives, Mrs Portia Mkhwanazi and Wilhelmina Makqela for your
commitment to building our parent-school involvement. We have had many parent meetings to discuss
the progress of the children in our care. To help support the education of our children we held a
Readiness Workshop for all Grade 0 and 1 parents where we discussed ways to support their children’s
learning at home.

We are not only about academics; it’s important to have fun as well.
We had a Muffins for Moms’ tea with arts and crafts and prizes to be won. Children and their moms had
a very good morning even though it was freezing cold.
Later on in the year we held a Doughnuts for Dads’ morning. Although many of our children do not have
fathers we invited any male role model to
come to our tea.
For Mandela Day our parents donated eats for
our church Grannies after their Wednesday
Service. Our children had fun making each
Granny a gift and serving tea to them.

Financial Sustainability and Capacity Building
Throughout the year we work very hard at fundraising to keep our fees as low as possible. We would like
to thank every family member who supported each and every one of our fundraising efforts through the
year, from buying hotdogs to selling raffle tickets or supporting our civvies days. The children had a lot
of fun on days such as coming to school in pyjamas and watching movies to celebrating their heritage
with traditional clothing and pap and wors.
Thanks to our supporters
Some of our most disadvantaged children need financial support to continue their education and reach
their full potential. We would like to thank all individual supporters and the Bokamoso Education Trust
for playing a crucial role in ensuring that pupils who come from families that cannot pay school fees are
guaranteed a chance of a better future.
Our heartfelt thanks go out to St Francis and St John’s Churches, the Revd Paul Germond, the Revd Peter
Witbooi, all the staff, parishioners and communities for their continued support and encouragement
they offer our school.

In conclusion as I look back over the past year I am filled with pride on the work we are doing at Vuleka.
We have been working hard to involve not only our children but our families in the education of their
children, giving every child who comes to Vuleka the best possible education in order for them to have a
future filled with hope and success, regardless of background or circumstance.
It is my absolute honour to have worked with dedicated teachers, special children and families this past
year.
Claire Shepherd
Head of Vuleka ELC

