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“ ‘For I know the plans I have for you,’ declares the Lord, ‘plans to prosper you and not to 
harm you, plans to give you hope and a future’ ”.  
Jeremiah 29:11  
 

Founding vision 

The Boys School was officially opened in April 2016 by Archbishop Makgoba and continues to 

grow in strength and numbers. 

We believe that the holistic education we provide will be the foundation on which our boys 

build their futures. It is the mission of this unique school to develop young boys into strong men 

and leaders of their communities. We teach our boys to follow the example of Joseph, biblically 

portrayed as a God fearing, humble and hardworking man. He faced many adversities but 

through trusting our Lord and being obedient to His word, he was able to overcome obstacles. 

We hold these values high and motivate our boys to live the word. 

Pupil Development 

Academics 

The pupils at St. Joseph’s experienced a good year 

academically.  Their commitment to learning and 

diligence in the classroom was rewarded with good 

results. Our boys, from Grade 1 to 3, achieved very good 

results for the Conquesta examinations and our Grade 3 

boys did well on the GDE Common Core examinations.  

Our ‘alternative homework’ programme has been a 

huge success and will become part of the ethos of the 

school.  This homework involves our children and their 

families completing tasks that enable a time of sharing, 

bonding and learning at home. It includes activities that 

benefit the environment and community, for example, 

planting seeds to grow food or setting the table.   

 

 

 



 

Sport and cultural successes 

Thank you for the omni court donated by the members of the Johannesburg Sportsman’s Club 

which was officially opened in May and has brought much enjoyment and skills to the boys 

sporting abilities. 

 Sports offered include: Swimming, Soccer, 

Cricket and Various ball games and chess.  

It was with great pride that St. Joseph’s 

participated at the annual Vuleka Sports Day. 

Special congratulations go to Khulekani 

Tshabalala, who won the prestigious Victor 

Ludorum award, for the top junior athlete. Our 

boys gave of their best and enthusiastically 

cheered each other on. Derby Day was a huge 

success and the pupils participated in the soccer 

activities with enthusiasm and vigour.   

Music plays an important role in holistic 

development and we were blessed to have teacher Maggi to teach music appreciation, singing, 

movement and the joy of sound.  

At the end of the year, we were privileged to host all the Vuleka Primary Schools, when, in 

partnership with Play Africa, the children each 

received a Christmas present. All the children were 

able to picnic and play in our wonderful playground.  

Spiritual and social growth 

Our boys are welcomed with loving arms into the 

historic and beautiful Christ the King Anglican 

Church, where we worship once a month. Father 

Sammy has established a special rapport with staff 

and children alike, and has taken on a mentorship 

role for our boys.  We start each week with a special 

assembly, where the boys wear a tie/bowtie to 

school.  Our Gentlemen’s Club embraces the values 

and traits of a true gentleman. We have had various guest speakers talk on topics such as 

opening a door for a lady, how to polish your shoes and the correct way to shake hands.   

We hosted a family picnic with a morning of laughter, sharing, conversation and play, a 

valuable opportunity for families to socialise.  Our Big Walk was a success, with the staff and 

pupils walking in the Melville Koppies. Heritage Day was eagerly celebrated by the children, 

looking incredible in their traditional clothing.  Our visit to Constitution Hill, was a fun-filled 

educational day run by Play Africa.  



 

 

Staff Development 

Our dedicated teachers continue 

teaching the national CAPS (Curriculum 

and Assessment Policy Statements) 

curriculum. Remediation is given to the 

children who struggle to internalise 

concepts, by both the class teacher and 

our foundation phase intern. The 

teachers received training and shared 

experiences on the “Thinking Schools” approach to learning which is being implemented within 

the classroom. Conversational Zulu is a favourite lesson at the boys’ school. Teacher Nelly has 

great fun with the boys as they sing songs, tell jokes and read stories in Zulu. 

 

Parent and Community partnership 

At St. Joseph’s we believe that the holistic education of our boys is the responsibility of both 

the home and the school, in partnership.  Cynthia Tsuela our parent representative is a guiding 

light, bringing all aspects of our partnership together to develop our boys into men of 

distinction.  We thank our keen parent body who are always enthusiastic to join us on fun 

days, workshops, maintenance days, parent days and much more.  Our parents believe 

strongly in the vision of our school and are supportive of their children’s endeavours.  

Our sincere thanks go out to the Anglican Diocese of Johannesburg, The Right Revd Dr Stephen 

Mosimanegape Moreo, all the Diocese staff, Anglican parishioners and community for their 

continued support and encouragement they offer our school. 

Financial Sustainability 

Environment 

We are fortunate to be situated at the foot of the Melville 

Koppies, an environment well suited to climbing trees, 

clambering over rocks and exploring nature.  

A generous gift astro-turf for our playground was donated 

by Lukhanyo Kwini from St John’s College and his family. 

The Kwini family also donated scooters and soccer balls to 

the boys.  The area was officially opened by our patron, 

Archbishop Makgoba, on 31 July 2017, attended by the 

Kwini family and pupils from St. John’s College who played 

games with our boys.  To end this wonderful day, our boys’ sang a song of thanks.   

From left to right: Mrs. Daniela Maxwell, Mrs. Nelly Ngcongwane, Mrs. 
Sheila Syster, Mrs. Philiswa Mkhwebane, Mrs. Harriet Miya, Miss Cynthia 
Mlilo, Miss. Jade Dercksen and Ms. Elise Henry 

Sparrow Interns: John and Thuli and Groundman: Tshepo Matsuenyane 
 

 



 

In August, the school received a donation of 99 fruit trees, from Food & Trees for Africa.  Our 

children were taught the importance of trees in our environment and how to plant a tree 

correctly.  It is with pride that I report that the new trees are flourishing and we look forward to 

fruiting in the next season. 

Conclusion 

I thank the dedicated staff for their commitment to and passion for the vision of our school.   

We are privileged to have educators who strive for excellence and are instilling a love of 

learning in the children under our care.  I would also like to take this opportunity to thank every 

parent, family member and friend of Vuleka, who has contributed to the success of Vuleka in 

2017.   

Ms. Elise Henry  

Deputy Head 

 

 

 

 

                  


