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The Managing Director of Vuleka, Mrs Melanie Sharland, rightly recognised that what South 
Africa and society as a whole are lacking, is the leadership of strong men… So, the vision of 
establishing a school for boys was born. It is the mission of this unique school to grow young 
boys into strong men and leaders of their communities. 
 

The example that we are teaching our boys to follow is that of St Joseph.  Joseph is biblically 
portrayed as a God fearing, humble, hardworking man. Joseph faced many adversities, but 
through trusting our Lord and being obedient to His word, he was able to overcome any 
obstacle.  
 

The Boys School was officially opened in April 2016, by Archbishop Makgoba. In a grand 
ceremony, attended by Anglian Church officials, Government representatives, Anglican 
Schools’ Board and Vuleka dignitaries, our school was officially blessed and opened.  
 

Our school started operating in January 2016, under the expert leadership of Mrs Kate 
Galolo in the capacity of Deputy Head. At the end of April 2016 Mrs Galolo moved to work 
at the Central Office as Vuleka’s business manager.  I was then appointed as Deputy Head of 
the school, having started my journey with Vuleka in 2014 at St Mark’s in Northriding.   
 

Our first year was filled to the brim with excitement, fun, activity and of course, learning.  
The Lord has blessed us and our school in abundance, guiding our way in all we do.  Our 
boys have been welcomed with loving arms into the historic and beautiful church of Christ 
the King, where we worship once a month. Father Neo and Father Jabulani have established 
a special rapport with staff and children alike.   
 

We start every week with a special assembly, where the boys wear a tie or bowtie to school.  
This is for our Gentlemen’s Club, where the boys are taught values and traits that mark a 
true gentleman.  Various guest speakers have spoken to the boys on topics such as opening 
a door for a lady, how to polish your shoes and the correct way to shake hands, amongst 
others.   
 

Sport and cultural activities 

 Swimming is the highlight of the boys’ week, in the summer months.  Our other 
sports periods are spent at the Sparrow School sports fields, where the boys enjoy 
games of soccer, cricket and various other ball games.   

 Music plays an important role in the holistic development of our boys and we are 
blessed to have Teacher Maggi who comes in once a week to teach our boys music 
appreciation, singing, movement and the joy of sound.   

 Our Big Walk was a huge success, with the staff and teachers doing a nature walk in 



 

 

the Melville Koppies.  We all enjoyed a lovely picnic lunch together, after our walk. 

 During the Rio Olympic Games, we held our very own mini-Olympics.  Our boys 
were given a power point lesson, explaining the history of the Olympic Games and 
showing some of the more unusual sports that are showcased at this event. After a 
torch lighting ceremony, the children participated in various sport games and 
activities.  Each child received a medal to celebrate. 

 It was with great pride that our St Joseph’s Jolly Jesters participated for the first 
time at the annual Vuleka Sports Day. Our boys gave of their best and 
enthusiastically cheered each other on. 
 

  
 

Special events 

 Sandi Johnston gave the boys an interactive workshop on stranger danger. 

 Play Africa taught our children about the night sky in a mobile planetarium.  The 
most exciting part of this amazing day was seeing the partial solar eclipse through 
our special sunglasses.  Thank you to the wonderful team from Play Africa. 

 We hosted a family picnic, where all our boys were joined by their families for a 
wonderful morning,  with the families of our boys getting to know each other.   

 We had a visit from Sophiatown Police Station, who spoke to the boys about staying 
safe at school and at home.   

 Heritage Day was celebrated by learning about South Africa.  The children looked 
wonderful dressed in traditional clothes, and traditional food was enjoyed by all. 

 Our concert, “The Hat Parade”, was a huge success!  The vigour and enthusiasm 
showed by the children was rewarded by a standing ovation from the audience.  

 We ended the year with a prestigious awards ceremony, where our boys were 
rewarded for their diligence and hard work throughout the year.   

 

We are so excited to have our very own vegetable garden.  A team from Intel spent the day 
at school digging, constructing and planting.  Our children have taken an interest in seeing 
that the plants are well looked after. Tomatoes, cabbage, beetroot and leeks are but a few 
of the veggies we are growing.   A huge thank you to Intel, for this wonderful initiative. 
 

The amazing young gentlemen of 2016 have already established an ethos and culture of 
respect, dignity and community at St Joseph’s, that will set the tone for many years to 
come.   
 

In closing, I would like to take this opportunity to thank the dedicated staff for their 
commitment to and passion for the vision of our school.   We are privileged to have 
teachers who strive for excellence and are instilling a love of learning in the children under 
our care.                  

      Ms Elise Henry, Deputy Head 


