
 
 

 Vuleka St Mark’s Annual Report 2016
 
Even youths grow tired and weary, and young men stumble and fall; but those who 
hope in the LORD will renew their strength. They will soar on wings like eagles; 
they will run and not grow weary, they will walk and not be faint. Isaiah 40:30-31 
 

In 2015, I took over as venue head at Vuleka Northriding, as well as Foundation 
Phase Head of Vuleka. The numbers have continued to increase and the school has 
become a sought-after primary school of choice within the community. The venue 
continues to grow from strength to strength and is home to nearly 200 pupils, all 
working hard towards a meaningful education that will set them up for a successful 
future. 2016 saw a generous input of financial assistance for much needed 
maintenance to the main buildings and structures. 
 

Pupils 
Vuleka Northriding has the privilege of some children’s school fees being sponsored 
by private or corporate donors from the Chairman’s Fund, and support through the 
Orphans and Vulnerable Children’s Fund.  The Bokamoso Trust also funds a handful 
of pupils at this venue.  
 

Vuleka pupils write the Conquesta papers every year and 2016 brought great results. 
In Natural Science, the Vuleka results of the Grade 4 and Grade 7 classes placed 
them in the Top 20.  These are multiple choice papers set to test a wide range of 
subject-based knowledge and tap into many lateral thinking skills vital for successful 
academic achievement. 
 

The stable and secure foundational grounding of the pupils made it possible for 
pupils to get into Parktown Boys and Fourways High on their own merits for Grade 8 
in 2017.  
 
 

              
 

 

 
Lesedi Moloi received the top results in 
Grade 7 in most subjects and was 
presented with his trophies at the 
Senior Primary Prize Giving. 

 
 

 

During the year our Vuleka pupils are exposed to many different sporting disciplines 
such as swimming, soccer, netball and athletics. My Swim offers every child the 
opportunity to learn potentially life-saving water safety skills and they are taught the 
correct strokes to swim properly.   
  



 

 

 
 

 

Serero Mamtela is our aspiring soccer star and plays for the Supersport Team. He has 
been selected to play in the Mundialito Tournament in Spain in 2017 and is working 
on raising funds to get there. 
                            
As the little children start out at Vuleka in Grade 0 they are introduced to the 
wonderful characters and stories in the Letterland programme. Learning to read and 
write just becomes a whole lot of fun. With inspiration from the Reggio Emelia 
school of thought the children are guided and coached to discover things and learn 
by themselves. Creative and well-structured educational opportunities and exciting 
curriculum material guide their learning through the Foundation Phase years. The 
Mathematic skills are taught and practiced using the successful Singapore Maths 
strategies. Every child goes to computer lessons every week and skills are taught 
through age and grade appropriate activities following the Knowledge Network 
programme.  
 

 
 

Our hard-working pupils 

 
 

In the Intermediate and Senior phases subjects are taught using fully GDE CAPS 
compliant material and textbooks. Individual intervention programmes are devised 
for every child that needs academic support.  
 

Cultural Club on a Tuesday allows the children to take part in something extra they 
may be interested in. The selection includes, amongst others: gardening, chess, 
marimbas, board games, dancing, reading and computers. It was concert year and 



 

 

we put on Arabian Nights in Africa. Every grade depicted a different aspect of the 
diverse nation of ours through beautiful song and dance.  
 

         
 

 
Two grades went on the Heritage Tours in Parktown to learn about school life and 
the growth of mining in Johannesburg in the early days. 
  
Staff news 
Miss Bolton, Miss Shilote and Mrs Rakgwale were all busy studying UNIISA modules 
towards their teaching degrees. Miss Nhlope studied part time on her Honours 
degree through Wits. Mrs Khupe qualified with her degree in Social Work. 
 

Parent Partnership 
The AGM, Parent Information Meetings and Sports events were well attended and 
supported by the Northriding parents. Mr Xolani Mthwecu represents our school as 
Vice-Chair and school parent representative on the Council and Ven Shona Fleming is 
our pastoral representative. I also sit on the school Council as venue representative. 
 

 Financial Sustainability and Capacity Building 
Volunteers selflessly give of their time to serve the children at Vuleka. Mrs Bartlet 
spent Tuesday afternoons listening to reading and reading stories with the children 
in aftercare. This is a precious time of bonding with the children. 
  
Many jerseys were donated by St 
Mark’s, made by the Joseph Jersey 
Project. The little children that most 
needed them got colourful warm 
jerseys for the winter. The smaller 
jerseys were passed on to the Early 
Learning Centres. 
 

 
 

 



 

 

 

 
 

The St Mark’s Parishioners took 
over the feeding scheme. It started 
with 20 children and has built up 
to 50 who are getting three lunch 
time meals per week.  

 

These children received absolutely beautiful and generous Santa Shoebox Gifts for 
Christmas and much stationery was subsidised for those that were short of 
stationery at the beginning of the year. 
 

Through SUPPORT-A-CHILD, Performanta sponsored the whole Grade 1 class for the 
year.  Fuelarama donated R5000 towards the building up of supplies of Letterland 
equipment in the junior classes. 
 

 

Hempel donates a very 
generous amount of 
money towards the 
school fees of pupils at 
Northriding every year. 
They also donated 
hundreds of litres of paint 
to Vuleka, which is being 
used to freshen up the 
venue, and others within 
the Vuleka Schools. 
       

 

FBI Chef School donated stunning cupcakes on the last day of the first term. They 
also donated many bags of clothes and toys for the classes and the children. As part 
of one of their projects, they donated seeds, seedlings and compost to plant a 
vegetable garden. The onions, turnips and carrots harvested from the garden have 
been enjoyed in delicious meals. 
 

  
 
The staff and pupils raise funds on an on-going basis by having Fun Days, Civvies 
Days, Tuck shop etc. All these funds went towards the needs within the school as a 
whole. 
 

Mrs Viviene Du Preez, Headmistress 


